Report of the activities of the FQPPU Comite ad hoc sur les bibliotheques  

Prepared for the MAUT Librarians Section Meeting held June 06th  2000

Members of the Comite are Melinda Reinhart, President (CUFA) from Concordia University, Louisa Piatti, Secretary (MAUT) from McGill University, Gary McCormick (APBU) from Bishops University

and Albert Tabah ( SGPUM)  from Universite de Montreal.  There was no representative this year from the Universite de Sherbrooke.  The ad hoc Comite met on June 19th 1999, September 17th 1999, November 19th 1999, March 03rd 2000 and April 07th 2000. 

During 1999/2000, the Comite continued to work on two projects.   The first begun in spring of 1999, concerned the impact of new technologies on the collections and services offered in University libraries and its effect on librarian’s working conditions. We completed our analysis of relevant statistics and conducted a literature search on this topic. Our findings indicate that new technologies are having an effect on job cuts, on workload and on the increased need for library instruction.  The research showed that new technologies are having an impact on the allocation of funds, the merging of jobs and services, and the convergence of library services with other University departments. The Comite plans to table its report at the next Congres of the FQPPU that is scheduled for May 2000.   

We are also considering a second project that has to do with the constraints and restrictions inherent in providing access to electronic sources and the role of the virtual library in the context of budget cuts within the University libraries.  
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