








April 24, 2003

2002-2003 Professional Issues Committee (PIC) report to MAUT Librarians’ Section

PIC’s major focus during this fiscal year was on two related issues: librarian staffing and librarian regulations.  The following two documents were produced:

1.  A position paper presented by the McGill Association of University Teachers Librarians’ Section on Librarian Staffing Issues at McGill University Libraries :

A Crisis in Need of Resolution.  Draft December 5, 2002. 

2.   A document entitled “Draft framework of principles governing the status and working conditions of librarians at McGill University”.  Draft March 24, 2003.

Both documents were discussed with all librarians in the McGill University Libraries and v-p Masi.  It is very likely that librarian staffing issues will be addressed in the very near future as a staffing plan has been requested both by v-p Masi and the librarians at large.  A formal committee charged with proposing new regulations for the librarians is awaiting a date for its first meeting.  Membership for this “formal committee” includes:  v-p Masi (Chair), Francis Groen, Anne Walters, Jim Henderson, Pat Riva, John Hobbins and Daniel Boyer.

Many thanks to all of you who contributed to the writing and revisions of both documents.  A special thanks to John Hobbins for his work on the status and working conditions of librarians.

MEMBERS of  PIC:  Joan Hobbins (Chair), Daniel Boyer, Alexander Jerabek , Eleanor MacLean,  Sharon Rankin, Elaine Yarosky

TIME TABLE OF EVENTS

March 15th, 2002:  At the Librarian’s Forum v-p Masi described his ideas about staffing and his proposal to create an additional category of academic librarian (i.e. two streams).

March 21st, 2002: Emergency meeting to discuss above proposal.

April 8th, 2002:  Section representatives met with v-p Masi  (Pat Riva, Chris Oliver, Darlene Canning).

May 6th, 2002:  Name change of Sessional Librarian to Library Professional approved by section.

December 10th, 2002:  Library staff meeting.  Updates to librarian regulations by v-p Masi taken off the agenda.

December 13th, 2002:  Position paper on librarian staffing issues discussed.

February 20th, 2003:  “Statement of principles” requested by v-p Masi during the meeting with Joan Hobbins, Pat Riva, John Hobbins, Daniel Boyer.

February 21, 2003:  At the Librarian’s Forum v-p Masi reviewed the changing nature of librarian appointments in McGill University Libraries and the new category of Library Professionals.

March 24, 2003:  Special meeting on principles for new regulations.  Discussion of the document entitled “Draft framework of principles governing the status and working conditions of librarians at McGill University”.  Panel: Joan Hobbins, Daniel Boyer, John Hobbins, Pat Riva.

