Statement by the MAUT Librarians’ Section on the MUNACA Strike

November 22, 2011

The MAUT Librarians' Section welcomes the recent news that the conciliator in the current MUNACA strike has called both sides back to the bargaining table this week.  We were deeply disappointed and concerned by the earlier announcement that the conciliator had recommended a pause in the work being done at the bargaining table, since this interruption would have further delayed the resolution of a labour conflict which has already lasted far too long.

The MUNACA membership includes the majority of the paraprofessional staff of the McGill Libraries, who work in close partnership with the academic librarian staff.  This partnership has always enabled McGill librarians to see on a day-to-day basis the value of the work done by their paraprofessional colleagues; since the start of the strike, they have gained an even more direct appreciation of the invaluable role they play in the library system.  It is our sincere hope -- as is the hope of the many individuals and groups who have stated likewise -- that the strike will end as soon as possible so that we can welcome back our absent colleagues.

Many McGill staff members, including librarians, have been working particularly long and hard since the strike began in order to maintain services; for some librarians, the maintenance of services has also meant carrying out work which is normally outside their job responsibilities.  Such efforts cannot be sustained indefinitely.  Furthermore, the current situation presents an additional challenge to tenure-track librarians who are in the process of building their tenure dossiers, since any increases to their workload can impact negatively on the activities they must undertake to fulfill the second and third categories of their academic duties.  We also share the concern which has been expressed by various members of the McGill community about the friction and stresses which the strike has caused between colleagues and about their potential long-term impact on the social fabric of our institution.

We call upon the representatives of both the McGill Administration and MUNACA to indicate to the conciliator that they are willing to remain at the bargaining table once negotiations resume this week, and that they are prepared to make the necessary efforts to reach a settlement acceptable to both parties.

Regards,

The Executive of the MAUT Librarians' Section

Marc Richard (Chair)

Sharon Rankin (Chair-Elect)

Joan Hobbins (Past-Chair)

The MAUT-LS Professional Issues Committee

Sean Swanick (Chair)

Robin Canuel

Megan Chellew

Megan Fitzgibbons

Joan Hobbins

Julie Jones

Andrea Miller-Nesbitt
[See subsequent page for endorsements which have been received since the publication of this statement]
ENDORSEMENTS
- Jane Aitkens
- Marilyn Berger
- Heather Cai

- Maryvon Côté 

- Valerie Fortin

- Jennifer Garland

- Genevieve Gore

- Jim Henderson

- Nevenka Koscevic
- Angella Lambrou

- Tara Mawhinney
- Pamela Miller

- Susan Murray

- Christine Oliver

- Sonia Smith
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