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The Fédération québécoise des professeures et professeurs d'université held its most recent Conseil fédéral meeting on October 23-24, 2008.  MAUT was represented by V-P External Brendan Gillon, Marc Richard and MAUT Professional and Legal Officer Joseph Varga.  Highlights of the meeting are summarized below, together with items of information on a few developments which have occurred since the meeting.  Additional information is available from the FQPPU website (http://fqppu.org/), which includes a section presenting selected documents in English (http://fqppu.org/english.html).
University Governance and Administration
This is one of the major files on which FQPPU has been working for over a year.  As expected, the Quebec government introduced at the end of October (shortly before the provincial election call) a draft bill on university governance ("Projet de loi no 107: Loi modifiant la Loi sur les établissements d’enseignement de niveau universitaire et la Loi sur l’Université du Québec en matière de gouvernance").  The provincial election call has caused the draft bill to die on the order papers, but it could be reintroduced in the next legislature.  The proposed bill, if passed, would modify the powers and responsibilities of university Boards of Governors ("Conseils d'administration").  A copy of the draft bill (in French) in PDF format is available from Marc Richard (marc.richard@mcgill.ca) on request.
As part of its response strategy, FQPPU signed two joint declarations at the end of October.  The first declaration, which was published in Le Devoir on October 28th, was a joint statement by the Table des Partenaires Universitaires (a list of whose members appears at the end of the statement):
http://fqppu.org/assets/files/themes/organisation_gestion/declaration_gouvernance_universitaire_devoir_octobre_2008.pdf
The second declaration, which was published in Le Devoir on October 30th, was a joint statement by FQPPU and all of Quebec's university professor unions and associations (including those at Université Laval and Université de Montréal, which are not currently members of FQPPU):

http://fqppu.org/assets/files/prises-position/declarations/2008/declaration_syndicats_gouvernance_universitaire_devoir_octobre_2008.pdf
These statements follow earlier reactions by FQPPU (issued February 28, 2008 and October 16, 2007, respectively) to last year's IGOPP report, on which the government's draft bill seems to be based to some degree:
http://fqppu.org/assets/files/prises-position/declarations/2008/declaration_gouvernance_universitaire_tpu_fevrier_2008.pdf
http://fqppu.org/bibliotheque/prises-de-position/declarations/commentaire-de-la-fqppu-au-rapport-sur-la-gouvernances-des-universites-du-quebec-publie-par-le-group.html
The next step for FQPPU will be to prepare a brief in which the Federation will react in more detail to the draft bill.  Subjects which may be covered in the brief are: the value of  university autonomy; the importance of Senates ("Commissions des études") in university governance; the need to ensure that academic staff are not marginalized in governance processes; and a disagreement with the draft bill's overall implication that university Boards should be accountable primarily to themselves rather than to the members of the University community.
Other Topics

 FQPPU is updating the analysis it conducted on the financing of Quebec universities.  As additional data is obtained and further analyses are done, annual or semi-annual updates will be produced.  

The Federation has released its video "L'université québécoise: recoller les morceaux."  The  DVD comes with optional English subtitles and eight supplementary segments.  The video will be made available on the FQPPU website in the near future.
FQPPU is planning to contact, in the spring of 2009, the executives of Quebec's university professor unions and associations to gather information on the experiences they have had on the concrete application of the policies on psychological harassment which are in place at their respective universities.

The Federation held a colloquium titled "Faut-il reconstruire l'université québécoise?" on November 6-7, 2008.  On this occasion, it presented the results of the study recently conducted for FQPPU by Frédéric Deschenaux and Nathalie Dyke on the employment situation of Quebec university professors and their level of job satisfaction.  The report can be viewed at: http://fqppu.org/assets/files/themes/corps_professoral/rapport_ccp_dyke_deschenaux_novembre_2008.pdf 
An English-language article describing the study can be viewed here: http://www.universityaffairs.ca/2008/11/17/quebec-faculty-satisfied-with-jobs-but-not-entirely.aspx
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